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PAUL'S TESTIMONY

By Jeff Sweeten

In an interesting twist: a persecutor of the church of Christ who completely
flipped to become one of the most dedicated Christians on New Testament
record. Saul, “breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord”
(Acts 9:1) wreaked havoc in Jerusalem and beyond, but was abruptly halted
mid-journey by a bright light. Traveling on to Damascus, blind and humbled,
he met Ananias after three days and was told what he must do. Now, what
was he told to do?

So many preachers and teachers in the various denominations teach that
one is saved at the point of faith, that in that moment “every spiritual blessing”
(Ephesians 1:3) is accessible to one who has done nothing more than believe.
The regular references offered for that conclusion include John 3:16, which
certainly states that one who believes “should not perish.” However, in James
2:19 “even the demons believe” (James 2:17; surely, they’re not saved!) and
some believed but would not confess (John 12:42; can non-confessor be
saved?). Likewise, in Acts 16:30, a Philippian jailor asked, “Sirs, what must
| do to be saved?” The response was “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and you will be saved” (v. 31). Of course, the context claims that the jailor
repented and was baptized (v. 33, the same directive Peter pronounced in
Acts 2:38 — “consistency, thou art a jewel”). So, whereas faith is essential,
and Saul surely believed, he was still told to go to Straight Street to be “fold
what you must do” (Acts 9:6); something was lacking. So, what was he told
to do?

When, as a dedicated Christian and Apostle of Christ, Paul retold the
event, he stated that he was told — three days after the Damascus road event
— “Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16). If common
sense and chronology serves a thinking person correctly it was three days
after the bright light, voice and shock of finding out he was wrong that Paul
was told to be baptized in order to wash away sins he still had. That was
Paul’s testimony.

Herein lies the problem with the false idea that faith alone saves (cf. James
2:24): one cannot be saved while still in their unforgiven sins. And, that was
Paul’'s condition in that house on Straight Street: believing, unbaptized and
still in his sins.
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