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PREACHING JESUS

By Jeff Sweeten

The push from popular pulpits is: preach Jesus. Yet the concept of
Christianity is regularly watered down with buckets full of psycho-babble and
feel-good group hugs. Is that preaching Jesus?

In Acts 8:26-38, an Ethiopian of some standing (treasurer for “Candice
Queen of the Ethiopians,” v. 27), who had worshiped in Jerusalem, was
heading back home when a fellow named Philip ran up beside his chariot
and, hearing him reading from lIsaiah, asked him if he understood. The
Treasurer replied that he didn't, invited Philip into the chariot to explain it and
“Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached
unto him Jesus” (v. 35). The real indicator of what preaching Jesus entails
comes from the Ethiopian’s response.

“See, here is water; what doeth hinder me to be baptized” (v. 36). This
invites several points of interest when attempting to discover what preaching
Jesus involves.

First, it involves the necessity for preaching baptism. One cannot become
a Christian unless one has been “buried with Him through baptism into
death” (Romans 6:4), which is being “baptized into Christ” (Galatians 3:27).
It is amazing how many sermons are preached from a multitude of venues
where baptism is never mentioned. Philip, in preaching Jesus, must have
mentioned it or where would the Ethiopian have ever arrived at his query?

Second, something can evidently hinder one from being baptized. To
begin with, if one does not understand the purpose baptism serves, it is
nothing more than getting wet. A candidate for baptism must be capable of
understanding the abstract principles of sin, love of God and forgiveness.
Also, if one does not believe that Jesus is the Son of God (Acts 8:37), one
cannot be saved. Since “faith comes by hearing... the word of God” (Romans
10:17), one must have the mental capacity to understand and act upon that
knowledge. Further, and since “the devils also believe, and tremble” (James
2:19), one must be willing to act upon their faith, which includes repenting (2
Corinthians 7:9-10) and confession (Romans 10:10).

So, “both Philip and the Ethiopian went down into the water, and he
baptized him” (Acts 8:38). This was the direct result from preaching Jesus.
And, if more people actually heard Jesus preached, and responded like
this good-hearted Ethiopian, they would, like him, go on their “way rejoicing”
(Acts 8:39).
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