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BRINGING DOWN THE HOUSE

By Jeff Sweeten

It is pitiful to hear sincerely sympathetic support for infant baptism from strained
Scripture. A cursory analysis of several texts used to support this false doctrine
transforms a sugar stick into a bitter pill. Here are some examples where using
the generic term "house” or "household” doesn't actually support infant baptism
because it can be successfully argued that not all households must have infants.
S0, let’s study the Scriptures.

(1) Cornelius "household” contained no children because the sum total of all
present for Peter's preaching “feared God" (Acts 10:2); an infant cannot fear
God in any sense of the biblical term. An argument for children in the audience
Is contradictory to the Word. There were no infants present.

(2) Lydia’s household was baptized because they had “attended unto the
things which were spoken by Paul” (Acts 16:14, KJV). Infants cannot attend to
themselves, let alone a spoken language that leads to a personal response:
understanding and acting upon the Message. There were no infants in this
audience being baptized.

(3) The Philippian jailor “rejoiced, believing in God with all his house™ (Acts
16:34). Infants only rejoice in a diaper change or a feeding, not even considering
that “faith comes by hearing” the Word of God (Romans 10:17), which an infant
cannot do. Paul didn't baptize any infants here.

(4) Crispus “believed with all his house™ (Acts 18:8) but, again, “faith comes
by hearing” (Romans 10:17 — and, this is not “hearing” in the sense of receiving
audible sensations on the eardrum; it is understanding the message from “the
Word of God"). Children cannot hear (understand) in order to generate faith (cf.
John 20:31), which would lead to a response. This was an all-adult immersion
event.

(5) “The household of Stephanas,” whom Paul baptized (1 Corinthians 1:16)
were the “the first converts in Achaia™ and "devoted themselves to the service of
the saints™ (1 Corinthians 16:15, ESV). There is no way that an infant could make
such a decision nor render service to anyone; helpless babes cannot even serve
themselves. Stephanas’ household contained no baptized infants.

To use these texts to defend infant baptism is called "an argument from silence,”
a conclusion drawn from the absence of evidence. We do not receive instruction

from God by what He does not say, but by what He does say (Deuteronomy
29:29; Colossians 3:17).

JOIN US ON SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY!
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