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COURAGE TO SPEAK

By Jeff Sweeten

Some of the most courageous souls mentioned in the Bible are not
mentioned by name. They are the not-so-silent heroes of God’s people
who would not cower or capitulate to compromise but would always remain
faithful to Jehovah God. Unsung and often unidentified, they are deserving
of notice and approbation for their courage and conviction as examples to
be emulated. One such prophet confronted a fickle Israelite king.

King Amaziah returned from the slaughter of the Edomites with a

batch of their idols in tow, trophies of war, and, to pour salt in the wound,
“set them up to be his gods, and bowed down before them and burned
incense to them” (2 Chronicles 25:14); and “the anger of the Lord was
aroused against Amaziah” (v. 15). The proposition that sin is illogical
can be strongly argued from this passage because the prophet asked
a reasonable question: “Why have you sought the gods of the people,
which could not rescue their own people from your hand?” (v. 15). This is
basically a maxim of painful simplicity: sin is stupid! The king was none too
receptive to this brave prophet’s query, threatened to kill him, and asked:
‘Have we made you the king’s counselor?” (v. 16), an overt and arrogant
“You're not the boss of me” rebuke. However, truth be told, God made this
prophet the king's counselor and, had the king any sense at all, he would
have humbled himself before the Word of God. Of course, he didn't. His
ending was fitting: Jerusalem locals arose to assassinate King Amaziah as
he was trying to flee God’s Divine retribution; all because he had “turned
away from following the Lord" (v. 27).

A Christian is a teacher of God’s Word, privileged with the opportunity
to help people know Jesus and the forgiveness He offers — whether they
want to hear it or not. It is not easy to engage a hostile audience but there
is nothing in this text or in the entire Bible that relieves God-seekers from
the responsibility of lovingly teaching the lost just because they don't want
to hear it. The Lord chose “earthen vessels™ (2 Corinthians 4:7) in which
to deposit the life-giving Gospel. The conveyance of the message of
God demands the human element (Romans 10:13-17). This anonymous
prophet had the courage to speak. Do we?

JOIN US ON SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY!

SUNDAY: 9:30 a.m. Bible Study-+ 10:25 a.m. Morning Worship « 1:30 p.m. Bible Study
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study « Contact the minister at 254-370-4130
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