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JEPHTHAH'S FORD

By Jeff Sweeten

This is not an article about a redneck’s pickup, it's about a skirmish
between the Gileadites and the Ephraimites. The tribe of Ephraim considered
Jephthah’s crew unworthy to fight for the cause of Israel. Well, really, it's
about how our words hold life and death.

The Ammonites picked a fight with Gilead over their version of reparations
(and Jephthah's response is valid today, cf. Judges 11:26). Ephraim attacked,
got pummeled and, during their retreat as the victorious Gileadites captured
and commanded the fords of the Jordan River, the fleeing Ephraimites had
to cross them to get home (Judges 12:5-6). At this checkpoint, however, the
Ephraimites were forced to say “Shibboleth™ and it betrayed them because
they couldn’t pronounce it correctly. 42,000 Ephraimites lost their head...
because of a single word.

I've often heard, “Sticks and stones may hurt my bones but words can
never harm me.” Well, that’s not true. It is particularly not true when one’s
integrity and honor are at stake. Further, even the laws of the land understand
the serious threat to human welfare yelling “Fire!” in a crowded theater can
create; it's illegal (ironically, no one cries “1st Amendment freedom” in this
instance). We understand the power of words.

What provokes me to write this article is the spectacle of Charlie Kirk's
memorial, a massive gathering of mourners for a man who's mantras were
founded in free speech. Not once did he call for violence. Never did he approve
of suppressing civil communication. For that stand, he was murdered. There
should be a takeaway from this tragic incident beyond one man’s life and
the mass mourning that mainstream media will barely broadcast. When we
allow a society to incite violence because of disagreement, it is a reflection
on the incivility we, as a nation, have tolerated for too long. It is time to call
into account those who publicly yell “Fire!” in a crowed theater, and prosecute
them to the nth degree of the law. It is time to ramp up righteous indignation
and, as a country, demand justice.

Note: it can be successfully argued that the Mosaic system did not
construct, maintain or fund holding facilities, jail houses or prison systems for
the guilty. In a political economy wherein justice is served swiftly, it was “life
for life” (Exodus 21:23-25). Quick, simple and an effective deterrent.
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