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9/11

By Jeff Sweeten

It's been twenty-four years since the attack on the World Trade Center.
And, with that sad reminder, there are lessons to be learned, many of which
people would rather not discuss in our (hopefully, fast-fading) triggered-
happy, woke culture. Nevertheless, we should discuss them and learn these
lessons.

The first and most obvious lesson should be that when a religion is founded
upon a militant faith-propagation paradigm, those of other faiths, who do not
agree or are unwilling to bow in submission,are fooling themselves to believe
that they can coexistence in harmony and peace. The Islamic jihadist (or the
Catholic crusader, for that matter) share nothing in common with the Christian
faith. “Love thy neighbor” does not find acceptable expression in the physical
decimation of those of opposing faiths (i.e., the Crusades, cf. 2 Corinthians
10:3-6). But when a purported “holy book™ (The Koran), from which one
receives divine direction, authorizes the severing of the head of anyone who
disagrees with their faith (Surah 9:5), no dissenter can live in union with such
a system unless they are willing to capitulate; the alternative is extermination.
And, if Islam is truly a religion of peace, where are the multitudes of Muslim
voices in condemnation of Isis, Hamas and other asserted anomalies of the
Muslim faith when they attack innocents, killing indiscriminately, inhumanely
decimating human life to the hateful, malicious chants of death to anyone
who disagrees with their theology? Lesson learned.

The second, and equally relevant, lesson is that sincerity does not make
conduct or speech acceptable. The hijackers that brought down the World
Trade Center were sincere; never doubt that! They were willing to die for
what they believed, an expression of faith far superior to the mealy-mouthed
cowardly compromises made by some “Christians” when their faith is
challenged. The Muslims who perpetrated the 9/11 tragedy possessed
an errant, insidious, horrid, misguided faith that killed innocents by the
thousands, but it was sincere. Yet many today, claiming to be Christian,
substitute feelings for faith (Romans 10:1-3, 17) — they “feel it in their heart” —
in spite of what God’s Word clearly states. All the sincerity in the world does
not make wrong right... period. Lesson learned.

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of my Father in heaven™ (Matthew 7:21).
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