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CONVENIENCE

By Jeff Sweeten

Our culture is accustomed to convenience. The tragedy of a malfunctioning
microwave almost mandates a trip to the local Chicken Express. And, closing
up shop on national holidays inspires indignation because, after all, we are
off on the holiday and need that (whatever). Sigh... it's just rough all over.

The clamor for convenience is also a curse to Christ’'s cause. Jesus never
promised an easy road. Whereas He did promise an “abundant life” (John
10:10), the road is aptly described as “difficult... and few... find it" (Matthew
7:14). And, many won't find it because they aren't looking for it; they are
completely satisfied in their oblivion, i.e., if it ain't broke, don't fix it. Forget the
notion that God- seekers are in a constant search for Christ (Matthew 7:7),
transforming themselves every step of the way (Romans 12:1-2), because
we are broken (Isaiah 59:1-2). Yes, convenience can condemn.

Take, for instance, Felix. This procurator (financial manager) of Judea was
all about the money and had been for years (Acts 24:10). Money had allowed
him to grow comfortable in his power, with influence and convenience,
which, unfortunately, defined Felix. When he found out that Paul was left
iIncarcerated by the previous magistrate and was a defender of “the Way”
(Acts 24:22), Felix was curious. But, really, he was most interested in the
financial support Paul had been receiving, thinking he might be offered a
bribe (Acts 24:26). But, what Paul told Felix broke his “thoughter.”

“Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment
to come, Felix was afraid and answered, ‘Go away for now; when | have a
convenient time | will call for you™ (Acts 24:25).

For so many caught up in the conveniences of life, that time never comes.
Too many, comfortable in the distractions of the moment, living in the
past or fantasizing about the future, never find the time to step out of their
comfort zone onto the “strait... and narrow” (Matthew 7:14, KJV). Speeding
mindlessly down the broad way, careening from curb to corner, they never
see accountability coming. But, it's not as if God has not given ample warning
of this impending comeuppance. For, just as sure as “it is appointed for men
to die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27), we will answer for
our actions.

The Bible never records Felix's convenient time.
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